
Homily for the 50th Anniversary of Catholic Charismatic Renewal – Saturday 4 March 2017.   

Bethel Convention Centre West Bromwich 

Archbishop Kevin McDonald 

Liaison Bishop for the Catholic Charismatic Renewal in England and Wales 

Today we mark and celebrate 50 years of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal. In doing so, we celebrate the 
unique and sovereign gift of God to the Church, which the Renewal is. We give thanks for the Renewal and 
especially for what it has meant to everyone here and to everyone in this country who has been blessed 
through it. As I look around this arena it is wonderful to see representatives of so many groups and 
communities who have been part of this movement of the Spirit on our time, during these 50 years many 
who have been blessed by it have gone to the Lord and we remember them in this Mass. They are with us 
within the Body of Christ and of course we also remember those who would have liked to be here today but 
were unable to come. 

We also give thanks for all God has done through the Renewal for the life and witness of the Church in this 
country  and for many people who know little or nothing about the Renewal, but whose lives and liturgy and 
spirituality have been enriched and shaped by it. 

Just two years ago we marked the 50th Anniversary of the Second Vatican Council and for Catholics; these 
two anniversaries are importantly connected. Pope John XXIII prayed this prayer at the beginning of the 
Council: 

“Renew your wonders in our day as by a new Pentecost. Grant to your Church, that being of one 
mind and steadfast in prayer, with Mary the Mother of Jesus, and following the lead of Blessed Peter 
it may advance the reign of our divine Saviour, the reign of faith and justice, the reign of love and 
peace.” 

There is no doubt that the Catholic Charismatic Renewal was part of the answer to that prayer. The Council 
brought change and Renewal at many levels in the Church and the Charismatic Renewal was an integral part 
of that. 

One of the other great graces of the Council was the Church’s commitment to ecumenism - to Christian 
unity - and it was because of that vital development that Catholics in the Renewal came to recognise the 
action of the Holy Spirit in other Christian Communions and, in particular, to recognise the sovereign action 
of God that took place at the beginning of the last century in the west coast of the United States, which was 
the beginning of the world-wide Pentecostal Movement - the beginning of a new season in the outpouring of 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  

In 1967 the same gifts were poured out in the Catholic Church and we have heard today the witness of Patti 
Mansfield who was there. Other Christian Communions have experienced the same blessings thus creating a 
new bonding between Christians grounded in the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

So it is an ecumenical grace - a grace for unity. One of the things that is very clear when Pope Francis 
speaks about the Renewal is that he sees it precisely in this way. Ecumenism and the Renewal are, for the 
Pope Francis, inextricably linked and today we give thanks for that too - for these fertile connections 
between different Churches created by the Renewal.  

That said, I don’t think it would be sensible to keep this Anniversary, if we didn’t acknowledge a certain 
sense of disappointment or perplexity that the Renewal that took off so powerfully 50 years ago, seems, at 
least in some parts of the world, to have lost something of its momentum - despite the many green shoots 
that we also acknowledge. I think we are all agreed that we are in a new “season,” but we’re not too sure 
what the weather forecast is. 



So what is the Word of God telling us today in our scriptures, in the Readings of the Day? Well of course we 
are in the season of Lent, and the readings are the readings of the season - we are called to live in integrity, 
and honesty, to do what is right, to be faithful. We have a Word about what we are to be, not what we are to 
achieve or how we are to shine. We were also given a prayer in the Responsorial Psalm - a prayer which I 
think we should take with us from this Mass: 

“Show me Lord your way, so that I may walk in your truth!”  

Those who have received the Holy Spirit are those who also await the Holy Spirit. Like Our Lady, we are 
those who know the meaning of the words “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the most 
high will cover you with its shadow” – but we are also those who like Mary, stand and wait at the foot of the 
Cross. That is the place where Jesus gave up his Spirit and that is where it may be received, 

But I also think the Gospel has an important message for us about what the Renewal is about and who the 
Renewal is for. The Pharisees criticise Jesus for spending his time with all the wrong people, - tax collectors, 
sinners, people who are, in one way or another are on the margins - the have-nots rather than the haves - the 
poor of the world. The world needs the Renewal because the world needs healing, physical and mental 
healing, deliverance from compulsions and addictions. The world needs mercy and forgiveness and this 
anniversary is happening at a time when Pope Francis has made mercy and compassion the hallmark of the 
Church’s Ministry. The grave problems on our Health services and Care services manifest the depth of need 
and the news every day tells terrible stories of the suffering caused by conflict famine and disease. Often it 
is the witness of the poorest of the earth that teaches us about faith, about ministry and about praise. The 
world needs healing but also needs to be empowered to give praise, to sing in tongues and to cry out those 
prayers that cannot be put into words. The world needs the gifts of the Spirit. 

In the Gospel Jesus calls Matthew and he calls us too, and we need to hear his call.   He doesn’t ask us about 
our worries and our choices, he just says, “Follow Me!” So I think, finally, that we need to be open to what 
God is asking of us today. While we give thanks today for what the Lord has done in the past we must be 
alert to what he is doing today. This is our time - this is our opportunity. We need to be open to what the 
Lord is doing now in and through the Renewal. We need to continue to discern. This is something Pope 
Francis talks about and we never know in advance what the outcome of discernment may be. In the 
prophecy of Isaiah God say “Behold I do a new thing” (Isaiah 43, 19). Our God is a God of Surprises. Let 
our prayer, be the prayer of Mary. “Let it be done unto me according to your Word”. And let us be prepared 
to be surprised.  

Praised be Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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